Garfield Elementary Site Council minutes

October 9, 2007, 5:00 p.m. Library

Present: Bob Hodeges, Susie Kentfield, Michael Stine, Michell Orwig, Rachele Chertok, Gretchen Van Dusen, Julie Simpson, Linda Kleingartner, Jean Shuna, Kristi Sogn, Pat de Sam Lazaro Absent: Tanya Smith

-Approval of minutes

-Michael Stine presented an update on Resource Conservation with the compost/ recycling of the "Earthtub".  There are 3 regular staff members maintaining on a weekly basis, but community  volunteers  are needed  to fill in on a regular basis in the lunchroom. There is lots of interest from the 3rd and 4th grade classes helping with the sort line, and  there was discussion of creating a schedule to rotate the younger grades by class for education purposes to view the "Earthtub" and learn how it operates.

A friendly reminder directed to all staff:  with all of the new equipment and computers,  please remember to turn off the power switches at the end of the day  to conserve energy. Thanks!

- Bob Hodges presented the Electronic Toy Policy

This is an ongoing discussion.  It was presented to staff at the last staff meeting, and the teacher feedback came only from the 3rd grade team, desiring NO electronic toys on Fridays.  

The Site Council decided to leave the policy "as is", with the continuation of toys on Fridays, but will revisit the policy in the future.  Recess behavior has improved .  Great news!

-Student Placement Forms and Teacher Requests  

 There will be  an emphasis on summarizing this "process" for all school families to understand and become aware of how staff and  teachers create balanced classrooms.  There is much  to consider in the process :   teacher input for particular learning styles, skill sets and interests, along with a percentage of parents requests. There was discussion to have information and  forms available at spring conferences.

Linda Kleingartner and Rachele Chertok will redesign the form to include all of the many steps that are taken, with a possible lottery system  and Kristi Sogn will rewrite the parent input section.

The new policy will be added into the Parent Handbook.

Linda Kleingartner has been compiling lots of information to create the Garfield Handbook which will be available to all Garfield families. 

The following will be added: Looping and that Garfield is a looping school; talk about the school counselor and what options are available to students and families;  what options are available at recess ; and a picture of all staff members.  There was an  interest in hosting an evening event with any questions and  translations of the handbook into Vietnamese and Spanish. All additions and corrections of Handbook  will go to faculty , and then  to final distribution.

Garfield School Languages (Kelso's choice, Lifeskills & Mantras)

Lifeskills: are discussed in the classrooms and teach values and success

Kelso's choice : teaches a child to make a choice with  different learning strategies

Mantras: reinforcement of the 5 rules for the playground and common areas.

There  are three languages, and all of them have their place at Garfield.  

 School Attire Guidelines was not discussed, but is on the agenda for the next meeting.

